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WITNESSES TO CHRIST

Pontius Pilate, a witness to Christ, consented to order Jesus’ execution. Pilate may wash his hands and
proclaim his own innocence in the death of Jesus, but Pilate is guilty. Pilate is caught between a rock
and a hard place. Instead of doing what is right, Pilate has Jesus’ flesh ripped, shredded, dressed in
purple, and crowned with thorns. His hard heart is complicit in the death of Christ. While it may be an
uncomfortable thought, Pilate’s failures make us examine our own complicity in the evil of others.
How have we deceived ourselves in proclaiming innocence? How have we been pressured into
allowing evil to occur? Thanks be to God that our journey to the cross shows us Jesus’ forgiveness.

Stand

Opening Verses LSB 253
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The Lord Almighty grant us a qui-et night and peace at the last.
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It is good to give thanks to the Lord,
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to sing praise to Your name, O Most High;
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to herald Your love in the morn - ing,
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Your truth at the close of the day.
Confession
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
(Silence for self-examination.)

Holy and gracious God,

I confess that I have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin I know—
the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but some is
known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. Deliver
and restore me that I may rest in peace.

By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in Him we are
forgiven. We rest now in His peace and rise in the morning to serve Him.

Amen.

Sit
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Jesus, | Will Ponder Now LSB 440 sts. 1-3, 6
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1Je - sus, I wil pon-der now On Your ho - ly pas - sion;
2 Make me see Your great dis-tress, An - guish, and af - flic - tion,
3 Yet, O Lord, not thus a-lone Make me see Your pas - sion,
6 Gra - cious-ly my faith re-new; Help me bear my cross - es,
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With  Your Spir - it me en - dow For such med - i - ta- tion.
Bonds and stripes and wretch-ed - ness And Your cru - ci - fix-ion;
But its cause to me make known And its ter - mi - na-tion.
Learn - ing hum - ble - ness from You, Peace mid pain and loss - es.
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Grant that I in love and faith May the 1im - age cher - ish
Make me see how scourge and rod, Spear and nails did wound You,
Ah! I al-so and my sin Wrought Your deep af - flic - tion;
May I give You love for love! Hear me, O my Sav - ior,
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Of  Your suf-f’ring, pain, and death That I may not per - ish.
How for them You died, O God, Who with thorns had crowned You.
This in-deed the causehas been Of Your cru - ci - fix - ion.
That I may in heav’'n a - bove Sing Your praise for - ev - er

Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626—81; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt. Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570-1615

Readings from Holy Scripture
Reading Ezekiel 11:17-21
P} A reading from Ezekiel, the eleventh chapter.

Therefore say, ‘Thus says the Lord GoD: I will gather you from the peoples and
assemble you out of the countries where you have been scattered, and I will give you
the land of Israel.” '8And when they come there, they will remove from it all its
detestable things and all its abominations. 'And I will give them one heart, and a
new spirit [ will put within them. I will remove the heart of stone from their flesh and
give them a heart of flesh, *°that they may walk in my statutes and keep my rules and
obey them. And they shall be my people, and I will be their God. *'But as for those
whose heart goes after their detestable things and their abominations, I will bring
their deeds upon their own heads, declares the Lord GOD.”

[P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.



Reading 2 Corinthians 4:1-6
P} A reading from Second Corinthians, the fourth chapter.

!Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not lose heart. *But
we have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We refuse to practice cunning or
to tamper with God’s word, but by the open statement of the truth we would
commend ourselves to everyone’s conscience in the sight of God. *And even if our
gospel is veiled, it is veiled only to those who are perishing. *In their case the god of
this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. *For what we
proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants
for Jesus’ sake. *For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in
our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ.

[P] O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Reading John 19:1-16
[P] A reading from St. John, the nineteenth chapter.

'Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him. ?And the soldiers twisted together a
crown of thorns and put it on his head and arrayed him in a purple robe. *They came
up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and struck him with their hands. *Pilate
went out again and said to them, “See, | am bringing him out to you that you may
know that I find no guilt in him.” °So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns
and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Behold the man!” *When the chief priests
and the officers saw him, they cried out, “Crucify him, crucify him!” Pilate said to
them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I find no guilt in him.” "The Jews
answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die because he
has made himself the Son of God.” ®When Pilate heard this statement, he was even
more afraid. "He entered his headquarters again and said to Jesus, “Where are you
from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. '°So Pilate said to him, “You will not speak to
me? Do you not know that I have authority to release you and authority to crucify
you?” 'Jesus answered him, “You would have no authority over me at all unless it
had been given you from above. Therefore he who delivered me over to you has the
greater sin.”

2From then on Pilate sought to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you release
this man, you are not Caesar’s friend. Everyone who makes himself a king opposes
Caesar.” 13So when Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out and sat down on
the judgment seat at a place called The Stone Pavement, and in Aramaic Gabbatha.
“Now it was the day of Preparation of the Passover. It was about the sixth hour. He
said to the Jews, “Behold your King!” >They cried out, “Away with him, away with
him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?”’ The chief priests



answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” '°So he delivered him over to them to be
crucified.
So they took Jesus,

[P] O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.
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In-to Your hands, O Lord, I com - mend my  spir-it.
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In-to Your hands I com - mend my  spir - it.
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You have re - deemed me, O Lord, God of truth.
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In-to Your hands I com - mend my  spir - it.
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Glory be to the Fa - ther and to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir-it.
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In-to Your hands I com - mend my  spir - it.
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No Tramp of Soldiers’ Marching Feet LSB 444 sts. 1, 3—4
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1 No tramp of sol - diers’ march - ing feet
3 What fad - ing flow’rs His road a - dorn;
4 Now He who bore for mor - tals’ sake
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With  ban - ners and with drums, No sound of mu - sic’s
The palms, how soon laid down! No bloom or leaf  but
The cross and all its pains And chose a ser - vant’s
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mar - tial beat: “The King of glo - ry comes!”
on - ly thorn The King of glo - ry’s crown.
form to take, The King of glo - ry reigns.
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To greet what pomp of king - ly pride

The sol - diers mock, the rab - ble cries,

Ho - san - na to the Sav - ior’s name
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No bells in tri-umph  ring, No cit - gates swing
The  streets with tu-mult ring, As Pi - late to the
Till heav - en’s raf-ters ring, And all the ran - somed
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o - pen wide: “Be - hold, be - hold your King!”

mob re - plies, “Be - hold, be - hold your King!”
host pro - claim  “Be - hold, be - hold your King!”

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926 Tune: English; adapt. and harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958, alt.
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005220

Sermon

(Ordinarily, this is the time to collect our offerings. As we are forgoing passing a
plate, an offering plate has been placed at the rear of the sanctuary. You may also
mail your offerings or contribute online from our website’s “Giving” link. The
Lenten offerings will be equally split between the Assistance Center of
Collin County and Hope’s Door.)

Stand




Prayer LSB 256
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Hear my prayer, O Lord;
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listen to my cry.
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Keep me as the apple of Your eye;
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hide me in the shadow of Your wings.
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In righteousness I shall see You;
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when 1 awake, Your presence will give me joy.

Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent. Abide
with us and with Your whole Church. Abide with us at the end of the day, at the
end of our life, at the end of the world. Abide with us with Your grace and
goodness, with Your holy Word and Sacrament, with Your strength and
blessing. Abide with us when the night of affliction and temptation comes upon
us, the night of fear and despair, the night when death draws near. Abide with us
and with all the faithful, now and forever.
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 257

Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

SONG OF SIMEON

Nunc Dimittis LSB 258
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Guide us  wak - ing, O Lord, and guard  us sleep-ing

Antiphon

fH |
o D I
1y, ~ @ — =
thata-wake we may watch with Christ and asleep we may rest  in peace.
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Lord, now You let Your ser-vant go in peace; Your word has been ful - filled.
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My own eyes have seen the sal-va - tion which You have prepared
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in the sight of ev-"ry peo - ple: a light toreveal You to the na-tions
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and the glory of Your peo-ple Is - ra-el.
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Fa-ther and to the Son and to the Ho - ly Spir - it;
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as it was in the be - gin-ning, is now, and will be for -
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and guard us sleep - ing that a - wake we may
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watch with Christ and asleep we may rest in peace.
Benediction LSB 259
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(P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Fa - ther, the *I~ Son,
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and the Holy Spir - it, bless you and keep you.
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“Behold! The Lamb of God,” John Said

1 “Be - hold! The Lamb of God,” John said, “Who
3 Christ’s glo - ry is not seen by those Who
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takes all sin a-way.” This Lamb is Christ, who
view God’s Word as dross, For world - ly wis - dom
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in our stead For sin would mute - ly pay.
nev - er knows How gain could come from loss.
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“Be - hold your King!” by Pi - late scourged; Sin’s
Yet, this the glo - ry of the  Christ: His
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hell - ish sum on Him con - verged,
per - fect life He sac - 1 -  ficed,
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While “Cru - c1 - fy!” the hate - ful wurged, Their

His fin - ished work  for all suf - ficed— Debt
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Sav - ior to - tray.
can - celed on the Cross.

Text: Stephen P. Starke Tune: John L. Bell
Text: © 2021 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: CPH Lent License no. 110005220

Tune: © 1988, 1997 Wild Goose Resource Group, lona Community, Scotland, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: CPH Lent License no.

110005220

sts. 1, 3
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Pastor: Rev. Joel Shaltanis
Organist: Victoria Frinsko
Elder: Greg Moudy

Sound Tech: Russ Wilkerson




