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WITNESSES TO CHRIST 
Barabbas was a heartless, brutal criminal with anger in his heart and blood on his hands. Custom 
dictated that Pontius Pilate should release one prisoner at the feast of Passover. Pilate knows Jesus is 
innocent and tries to get the crowd to ask for Jesus’ release, but the crowd calls instead for Barabbas. 
The crowd condemns the innocent Jesus and demands that the guilty Barabbas receive a pardon. We 
are Barabbas. We are guilty and sinful and deserving of death. But we are also Barabbas in that Jesus 
takes our place, takes our punishment, and sets us free.  
 

 

Stand 
 

Opening Verses LSB 253 
 

Stand 
 

 

 
  
 

 

 
  



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Confession LSB 254 

 

L Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

(Silence for self-examination.) 
 

L Holy and gracious God, 
C I confess that I have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin I know—

the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but some is 
known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. Deliver 
and restore me that I may rest in peace. 

L By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in Him we are 
forgiven. We rest now in His peace and rise in the morning to serve Him. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 



“Behold! The Lamb of God,” John Said sts. 1–2, 4 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: Stephen P. Starke © 2021 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: CPH Lent License no. 110005220 
Tune: John L. Bell: © 1988, 1997 Wild Goose Resource Group, Iona Community, Scotland, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: CPH Lent License 
no. 110005220 



Readings from Holy Scripture  
 

Reading Zechariah 9:11–12 

 

P A reading from Zechariah, the ninth chapter. 
11As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
 I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
 today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Reading 2 Corinthians 3:15–18 

 

P A reading from Second Corinthians, the third chapter. 
  

 15Yes, to this day whenever Moses is read a veil lies over their hearts. 16But when 
one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. 17Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the 
Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18And we all, with unveiled face, beholding 
the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of 
glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. 
  

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
  

Stand 
 

Reading John 18:33–40 

 

P A reading from St. John, the eighteenth chapter. 
  

 33So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are 
you the King of the Jews?” 34Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, 
or did others say it to you about me?” 35Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own 
nation and the chief priests have delivered you over to me. What have you done?” 
36Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this 
world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to 
the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” 37Then Pilate said to him, “So you 
are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this purpose I was born 
and for this purpose I have come into the world—to bear witness to the truth. 
Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.” 38Pilate said to him, “What is 
truth?” 
 After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, “I find no 
guilt in him. 39But you have a custom that I should release one man for you at the 
Passover. So do you want me to release to you the King of the Jews?” 40They cried 
out again, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a robber. 
  

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 



Responsory LSB 255 
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A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth LSB 438 sts. 1–3 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.   Tune: Wolfgang Dachstein, c. 1487–1553 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005220 
 
 
 

Sermon 
 
 

(Ordinarily, this is the time to collect our offerings. As we are forgoing passing a 
plate, an offering plate has been placed at the rear of the sanctuary. You may also 
mail your offerings or contribute online from our website’s “Giving” link. The 
Lenten offerings will be equally split between the Assistance Center of 
Collin County and Hope’s Door.) 
 

Stand 
 



Prayer  LSB 256 

 

 
 
 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 

L Visit our dwellings, O Lord, and drive from them all the snares of the enemy; let 
Your holy angels dwell with us to preserve us in peace; and let Your blessing be 
on us always; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

 
  
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 257 
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily  
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Stand 



 

 
 
 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 258 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
Benediction LSB 259 

 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
What Wondrous Love Is This LSB 543 sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 
Text: A General Selection of . . . Hymns and Spiritual Songs, 1811, Lynchburg, alt.   Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, New Haven 

 



 
 Serving Our Worship Today: 

 

Pastor: Rev. Joel Shaltanis 
Organist: Paul Grabow 
Elder:  Mike Kunschke 
Sound Tech:  Doug Hite 


